
Introduction to the Sustainable Sites 

Initiative (SITES®) 

Grow Green Landscape Professional Training |  Austin, TX 

January 15, 2016 

 



Danielle Pieranunzi 
SITES Director 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

University of Texas at Austin 

dpieranunzi@wildflower.org 

 

Jonathan Garner 
Professional Development Coordinator 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

University of Texas at Austin 

jgarner@wildflower.org 

 





 













Ecosystem services are the benefits people obtain from ecosystems 

that support our lives, but are often considered free  

and not a part of conventional accounting methods 
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Three Reports Released to the 

Public Prior to SITES v2 
 

Standards & Guidelines Preliminary Report  

2007 

Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks Draft  

2008 

Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks (“v1”)  

2009  

 





Participating Pilot Projects 





Certified Pilot Projects 

18 Park 

10 Educational  

6 Garden 

6 Commercial 

3 Government 

2 Residential 

1 Industrial 

1 Mixed Use 

PROJECT TYPES 



31 Greyfield 

8 Brownfield 

8 Greenfield 

FORMER  

LAND USE 

26 Urban 

18 Suburban 

3 Rural 

SITE CONTEXT 

Certified Pilot Projects 



13 Under 1 Acre 

16 Between 1-5 Acres 

15 Between 6-100 Acres 

3   Between 100- 500 Acres 

PROJECT SIZES 

Certified Pilot Projects 



Lessons Learned 

• Refined technical content 

• Improved clarity and provided more guidance  

• Streamlined documentation 

• Combined credits with similar goals 

• Introduced new credits 

• Fine-tuned weighting system to encourage 

broad participation  





www.sustainablesites.org/rating-system 



 














